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As these teens prepare for short-térm trips,
they learn more than how to talk about Jesus.
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running water before heading out i .
o nurture orphans, build granaries, g wells,
in such far-flung places as Tanzauiy, 3%0
Belixe, and Ukraine. _
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young by the th Uf the 16,000 South-
wrn Baptist volunteers who since early 2006 have helped in
the restoration of New Orleans; some 75 percent have been
high school and college students affilisted with youth
graups and college ministries, estimates Jim Burton, 8
senior directorof the North American Mission Board, the

Bver siice the hippies of the '60s demonstrated a care-

big bones, big hair, and a big smile. Sometimes he punctu-
ates his sentences with a self-consc Kms laugh. But he is
scber ashe i is team’s i Africa. He
was struck by the poverty, the children with ragged clothes
and swollen bellies who endured the chilly nights with lirde
more than thin blankets. (e child wore an ¢l SpongeBab
SyuarePants T-shirt. Simimons describes the quiet rever-
eneedmyhldfm’whumsmwud\m One child knait
fter he washed his feet.

free wﬂ}imess m“mn offimo the world on sh:
budgets”. ding to a quickly
Fowinginterestin sh»m-tem missions among young pev-
ple, says Paul Filidis, dxmwr of international communica-

| CaAM.’ —~Bob Bland, founder, Teon Missions

tions for ywam. The organization has 1,000 locations and
some 30,000 young missionaries in trainiag or at work
worldwide, he said.

Usually on these short trips i1t’s the missionaries who are
most influenced, says Jennifer Srruth, a student mobilizer for
Cafi 1040, which sends college students into the *10,/40 wm
dow™ from its base in Alph Geonga. Th i

I did not feel T deserved to be knelt to,” hie said; his
head bowed us he talked. The team visited a fow different
villages, some comprised cntirely of huts and others that
were more urban with brick hemics aud seares. Sim-
mons’s team helped in the constuction of 8 granary.
They ministered to small audiericss snd porsuaded
some—children ahd adults—to be¢ome Christians
They learned African songs, and Simmuns, a student at
Wor-Wic Comminity College in Salisbury, Marviand, took
his guitar and wrote a song about his experience with his
friend Kirk Kroeger, 17, of Fredericksburg, Texas. The chil-
dren liked having their pictures taken with digital cameras
and secingg the photos, Simmens plaved duck-duck-goose
‘with the children and came to feel like a brother to them.

wants to cxpose young people to miss kinh h He had hing i with them: He was adopted
md’lhmwﬂlmnmkdmn@vmdﬁ&lmdwdd_ nn0 baby.

Teen e in the mission workd, d of being self-invobved, it was
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on how the high intensity s directed.”

Youth camps like Teen Missions “try to help students
stretch beyond their comfort zones,” says Terry Linhart,
dean of the School of Religion and Philosophy at Bethel Cal-
Teye in Mishawaka, Indiana. If the experience leads teens to
ecome mane active adult Christians, that's 4 good thing, he
&Y

=It's difficult to see an i change in behavior,
They don't necessarily give mone to missions,” says Linhar,
whose Phu. studics focused on short-term missions. How-
ever, *It's producing change down the road. 1t's like we're

“People don’t know the half of it ” ssid McDancl, with
lnng dark hair and purple, wire-rimmed glasses. “Once you
mect these kids, you realize it's not just AIbs thar's the prob-
fem. They die of things like malaria and things it would only
take $5 1o cure.”

Simmans missed his own bed while in Africa. He missed
the luxuries he had back home. But over time he came to
realize those things were “distractions,” as he put it, draw-
ing his attention away from the children he was sent o
Al for, The trip reordered his prioriti
God first, then others, and then himself, Once he et go of

he said—

planting a seed when students. particularly v sce the
world differently. ... They get p ive on the world
thar’s fresh and ransformational ™

DEPENDENT ON GOD
First they cheeked for sores and cleaned them with perox-
ide. Then they washed the orphans’ feet with soap and
water. Finally théy applicd botion and gave every orphan a
pair of shoes, For many biihans, the shoes were the first
pairthey had cver owned.

Sievmons is a big iy, Hiels at least six feat tall and Hag

di fons, he said, he could enjoy himselfand his
time with the children.

‘Was boot camp worth it? Oh yes, he said. Simmons
arrived in Zambia well for the li
ditions. *The Christians in Africa were different [from]
Amserican Christians, There, all you have to depend on is God
s they’re totally focused on God,” he said, “While we were
out there Godd really showed me myself. ... Tewasa chal-
Teng, tenlly seeitig iyseli™
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