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This cannon wirs recawtred from the Industry.
1t's now an display at the musesm,

aground so often
b e ey range a bell and hoars wene unmosred in anticipa-
thom of ver another reseue. Happily, Schocpt’s ship made it to
the port safely.

A lone lighthouse on nearby Anastasia Istand guided
ships towanl the port. Of the beach Schoepf wrote, “With-
out the keast overstatement 1 daresay that every 100 paces,
almost, the skelcton of a foundered ship, or its wreckage;
may be seen. Who could pass this way without entotion—if
one imagines o himself the error so mam souls must have
sulfercd here and the lives that have been heee lost The e
mage is thil cvery fortnight, or cvery month at deast. a vessel
is wrecked ot this coast. [ saw several of these skeletons
far off from the water, a the highest pant of the beach, and
buriced deep in the sind. A very Jittle more, and they would
e wholly covered. Should the sea withdraw after centurics,
it would be an astounding thing to come upon the reliques
of these ships”

Centuries later archacologists are doing just that, investi-
gating the remains that haunted Schoept 50. Today, S1. Augus-
tine is the nation’s oldest port city: itself a relic of the Span-
ish colony that once thrived here. The sea plays a lupe roke

every time 3 vessel approached someone

Archacological Maritime Program (LAMP) in 1999.

LAMP is among the npation’s few maritime archacology
rescarch organizations that's not associated with a univer-
sity or government agency. It operates on a $300,000 budpet
provided by the $t. Augustine Lighthouse & Mascum, grants,
comtracts, and private donations, and it’s staffed by three

ists and dn arc ical conservator, with the
assistance of volunteers, lis offices are in the lighthouse,
which was built in 1874.The lighthouse's 219 steps lead to
a lovely view of the city and the miles of coastline where so
many ships have heen {ost.

The ormanization is the first to undertake extensive
excavations of St s maritime ar | sites
LAMP's archacologists beliese hundreds of supweecks linter
the sca here, and they've discovered about a dozen sites so
far."Before we camie along, (St. Augnstine’s maritime history)
was really unappreciated,” says Chuck Mcide, LAMP's direc-
tor.“Most historians or archeologists weren't really thinking
abwml waritime tssues i all” The Spanish scithod here in
1565 because the port was casily defended. No other region
in the nation < regalar shipping, 2nd thercfore <o many
shipwsechs, in the 16th contury. “Nobody can touch us,”says
sam Torner, LAMP s dirccior of anclieobigy

aritime archacodogisis Bce numerons challenges.
They cxcavate tems that are underwaler or
beneath the sea floor, Dhgging is difficultl because £

the excavared sand ofien falls hack inte place. Exposing
waterlogged artifacts 10 air places them at risk because, il
they dry out, they quickly deteriorate. Conscquently stringent

The beil of the Storm Wreck was coveved

in the city's past, and o get a clearer picture of its role. the St.
P & Musew blished the 1

with prior to cleaning.
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CONSEN 0T RWASUNCS AT NEUCSSAY

LAMP's ivestigatinms bogut wathl rescarching hustorical
acvoums of shipwrecks. These accounts often give vagie
descriptions as 10 whene the vesscl went down, which is
Turther complicated by the et thea the marnitine Bndscape,
due 1o hoth nanural and manmade forces, Bas changed over
the years. S0 the archacologists also study: maps and other
documents 10 understand those Bindscape changes. Wi
know where the kel scanch arca 37 as 2 result of this
researeh, Meide savs.

Then the archacologgists, aboand one of their reseanch
vessels, survey the underwater landscape ising sidescan
somgc. which produces an iviage of the sed bottom, and 2
maghetometer, which deweets-iron and steel. Ever though
heaats were nusde primanly of woesd until the 1800, " therc’s
enotgh iron on any wisiden sailing ship that vou'ne going
gt some kind of blip” using a magnetometen, he savs

1 ix fashion the roscarchers ide “targets” that can
take the forms of objects. revealed by sonar, that could be
part ol or related o, a shipwreck, o they can simply be 3
mvsterious blip on the magnetometees's screen There s often
oo way of knowing whether these angets represent histone
shipwrecks or tresh such as tebevision sets or boat motors
L Most of the time it's modemn junk, savs Meided withoun
examining cach one, s0 divers ane sent down (o scrutingae
them, Bis 3 difficudt arca for diving because visibility is
penorally poor due 1o the waves stirring up sediment and
muwhdy water from two rivers that flow it the harbor. In
sornhe cases, the divers plunge Mool probes inta sand
in scarch of buried ohjects.

he investigation of the ednstry.a meechant ship that
Tunk i 170, b one of LAMIPS maost impaomant proj-
euts. Discovercd in 1997 by researchers with Southern
Ocenws Archacologital Rescanch, e i was the st colonial
nip 0 be found in Florubs wasers. In 1763
the Spagish had cedded St Avgnsting 1% the British, who were
EERL 08 1urning it ima a prosperows colom: The loss of the
Indtustry, ome of four sloops defivering much nocded sup-
plies 1o the colony, was i hlow to the British. who cventually
Tast cantrol of St Augustiae in 1783
LAMP began exeavating the wregk in 1999, and is
archacolugists have distovercd cighe castiron cmnons, a
savivel gun, crates of iron shot, three mooring anchors, cop-
per cookware. and boxes of tools such as axes, shovel blades,
knives, rowels, fites, and handsaws. Some of the artifactsare:
iy display at the lighithouse museunt. The wreek offers 4
glimpse of coloaiad life in St. Augustine, and the mnge and
type of artifacts provide insight into the basic supplies the
British thoughit accessary for a nasegit calony.
Stightly aortly of the Indastry site arc the remains of
4 Mnhcentury woodewhulled steamship that was found
it 1995. The exposcd wreckage includes 2 boller. a single-
cylinder invericd engine, a condenser, 1o bilge prps, an
air pump. ndapmpe!k:rh:boammmkawahnm
eeland ¢ ¥ Mcide ip couldd be
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Chisck Melde and Sam Turner stand in frant of the
lighthouse, which was built in 1874,

the Cricker, which, according o historical documents, sailed
ot of Key West headed for New York i 185064, “She was s
tow om fued* e says.the only thing she had o boem was the
bacon from her Kitchen stores” The Crfedel s crew triced 1o
make an cmergency lading ot Se Augustine and the ship's
Keel was broken when it rn agroand while trvims v enter
the port
LAMIPs archacologists, whe also excavaied the site i

2007 and H0F, uneovered a ballast that feads b
pect there ane twao shipwrecks thene ballist is te
Becanse steamships, with all of theie hoeayy coguipment. gence
by kit nees) ballast for stahdlity. Sailing ships did.and the
Bocation of the site led the anchacokogists to surmise that the
seconil wreck eouldd bee the fefferson Daeds, 2 potorious Con-
federaie

privateer (a privately-omned vossel that saw combat
during the Civil Wark that had abso served as 2 stave ship. it
sor Bar they've bound no evidence that confirns this

An entry in the St Augustine Light Station kecpers Lig

mtormed LAMPS rescarchers of the wreek of the Foride,

an earty 20thcentury dredge vessel they discovernad in 2002
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When the Horwla launched n 1904, o local newspaper
declared it 20 be the most technotogically advanced vessel
of the time. Dredge vessels cheared anl deepencd chaaneds,
making them AR for the o powered riverb
that plied those waters. The Flordda maintaingd chansicls
throughout the 'zme before sinking during a storm in 1918
The a Aframe assem-
by at the bcw a clamshell bocket dredge. a partially collapsed
paddiewhee! at the stern,and piles of siaved dredge pipe. Tlle
Fliwtda 15 an example of America’s emphasis on nx
infrastracture during that peried. The vessel “was on thc cut-
Ting edgeof (echnology at the time, Meide says. It wasa pretty
imporant picee of history to be more o7 less ometicn

uring the final week of LAMP's 2009 summer fickd

season; Meide was diving at 4 farget off St: Augustine’s

shore: Underwater. visibility was zero. Hé was only

able o feel his way around the sca bottom, doing what he

calls~archaeology by Braille” Mcide plunged 2 probe into the
sand dnd felt it cluak into' something 2 foot and a hilf down

“Using one arn as best T can to steadv. the topheavy
probe Teagerly reached into the hole with my other hand

My fingers slid duwn the pipe. e the swarl of jetting water
\Vood" tie serote in Spyglass, & publication of the St

L.
This cauldron—one of three recovered from
the Storm Wreck—is coverad with concretions.

sea They atso sucked up sand and debris using a dredge. il
ing a bag onboard the boat abdve. Sifting through this sand,

Lif and Museum. He groped along the sea
bottom, discovering a plank and batlast stone,“My heart and
mind raced as 1 continued 10 crase centuries of sand befow
my grasping, greedy fingers. There is andther baliast stonc
this one stuck to.a plank by 4 growth of étion. Con-

the of peasized lead:sh
the basc of a-wine glass, and a belt buckic

The cannons-are a type known as carropdes;and ships
weren'tequipped with. these guns: untl around the 17805
It was that the lead shot were manifactured as

cretions are concretedike encrustations that form on and
around iron, another:good sign that this wasa shipwreek™
The site Meide discovercd isbelieved to be siore exten
sive than that of the Industry. Unable 1o identifv the wreck,
the LAMP wamn naned it the Storm Wreck Meide brought up
a ballast stonc and two ions in 2009 The archacuol
gists returncd to the site kst year aad found the ship's bell
which they raiscd; and four cannons that remgin under the

carly as 1665. and similar shot have been found on 17th and
18th century shipwrecks. The size, shape,and impuritics of
the winc glass base match those of witie glasses dating to the
18th century.The teant beieves the belt buckle is brass.or 2
copper alloy and similar to IKth-century belt buckles. The
archacologists also found three cauldrons of differem sues,
one aof which isvery lirge. G cover Lhe J

and] the arc tvill glean ‘more: i

as tliey

Archagalogists also fosnd thousands of pea-sired feod shot af the Storm Weck site.
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Starr Cox, LAMPS's archasological conservator, places an item covered with cancrotions in a CAT scan machine.
The CAT scan x-rays the item. revealing what's beneath the concrotion. (Top right) The Storm Wreck pistol is
encased In concrotion, (Bottom right) The CAT scan image reveals the pistol.

remiwe them, bt their o

shape and the design of their
handies siggeest they were made between 1790 and 1750,

The LAMP team ientificd about 50 different conere-
tions at Hee wite One conerction cuntans a pastol with a
barne] that coutdd bae bromee o 2 handie tha Iikely s wesod,
s smaller than military pistols -of that time, and Mcide
describes it as 2 gentleman's pocket pistol that was probably
owned by an officer or on board. The i
also contains lead shot, an iron spike, x loop that possidy
was past of the ship’s rigging, and a cireular object that could
he a coin. A coin, with its procise minting date, would b an
important find because the rescarchers would then know
the vessel sank sometinic afier that date.

About three-quarters of the bell's surface has been
cleaned. but no markings speaking to the age or iden-
tity of the vessel have been found. The remaining arca
% covered with an iron concretion. There is always the
possibility of damaging an artifact when cleaning it, and
removing the concretion from the bell will reguire sig-
nificant force. So the researchers have decided to take it
10 a local hospital for a CAT scan, a type of x-ray that will
reveal if there are any artifacts trapped in the concretion
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B be damaged by s removal

otctimes shipwreck debris Gin seatier leaving a trail
that is spread by storms AL hirst Mcide thought the site
could be part of a Sebris trail ket by the Industry. but he
o fonger suspects that because some of the Storm Wek's
artifacts, Jike the carronades, appear to postdate the Indus-
Irp.~Our current belicf is that this wreck went down some-
time between the start of the American Revolution and the
end of the War of 1812 says Meide. Depending on when
the ship sank, St. Augustine could have been under British
or Spanish control.

“My guess is this is.a merchant <hip,” he says. These were
items that were needed for every day use™ in St Augustine.
“If this was a British ship. this may have been a ship from
Charleston. That was a big irading partner. we know. Ifit wasa
Spamnish ship, it would have likely been coming from Havana”

Perhaps the ship was among those Schoepl s on the

beach, its skeletal remains nearly buried before disappearing
from view for centuries. Until now.

AMY GREEN's work has appeared in PEOPLE and Newswoek.
She lives = "=



