ANTYOVHE OF

. Op lanceerdagen, zelfs al 1B 's as though the shutthe
voor Tift-off', is het net alsol comes alive on launch days,
huttie tot | Hi ft-off '

ddnd

ontsnappen” regt voormali
astronaut Leroy Chiao , che vier
Keer de ruimie nis

Méet alieen de shurtle komt
1ot beven, de hete regio bruist
van de acthitest en spanning
e alk rebeascd

7
The gases are venting ofl.”
says Leroy Chiao, a former
astronaut who has flown
Into space four tmes.

But t's net just the shuttle
that comies alive: the entire

with the activity

van § 450 miljoen per and exciterment that anly &
lancering, teweey kan brengen. space misson — costing, on
Astronauten als Chiao average, USS4E0 million cach
dromen hun hele leven van launch - can inspire,
deze dag. n hun oranje Astronauits like Chiac dream
ruimiepakicen (die 2e of this day all thels Lives. Dressed
akken’ noemen) In crange space suits (which
worden ze vastgesnoerd in they call “pumphdn suits*)
de shuitle, die na de start in strapped int the
85 minuut accelereert tot shustle, which upon Ir-off wiil
28.000 kilometer per uur, accelerite to 78,000km an
Voor de astronauten voelt het ‘hour in jusz 85 minutes. For the
alsof {
er iemand keshard tegen de Igrdtion feels e someone has
ruglouning van bun stoeltrapt.  Ickee! the back of thelr seat -
De lancering bs 1ot aan de seaifyhard
andere kant van de staat Launches are visible all the
be zien, maar de 150.000 wiay over on the other side of
bezoekers van| the swaie, but the 150.000 people:
Space Coast (het gebied wha gather on Flarida’s
Space Center), Spac as the stretch
ol i beste Spac
uitzicht. Zie zien hoe, viak Center i5 called, have the best
voordat de shultle opstigt, de wiew. They waitch as a thick
Toesch b climb. The closest
bever. e ik Afrer Bft-off. the
Mn}*uﬂm.dr shutthe looks like 3 power
e sierlic fighting
Twaartekracht virslaat eneen ity acroes a bright blue
wit spoor Ireke. S04, chusming out a white rail
verdwint de shuttle met de Dbehindit»
astronatten it Zicht en komt

ORLANDO

The Final
Countdown

After nearly three decades of space exploration,

NASA is set to retire its ageing shuttle flee: this

gear. But you can still see the astronauts bast of f
efore time runs out, says AMY GREEN
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